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William Seraile uncovers the history of the colored orphan asylum, founded in New York City in 1836 as
the nation's first orphanage for African American children. It is a remarkable institution that is still in the
forefront aiding children. Although no longer an orphanage, in its current incarnation as Harlem-Dowling
West Side Center for Children and Family Services it maintains the principles of the women who organized
it nearly 200 years ago.

The agency weathered three wars, two major financial panics, a devastating fire during the 1863 Draft
Riots, several epidemics, waves of racial prejudice, and severe financial difficulties to care for orphaned,
neglected, and delinquent children. Eventually financial support would come from some of New York's
finest families, including the Jays, Murrays, Roosevelts, Macys, and Astors.While the white female
managers and their male advisers were dedicated to uplifting these black children, the evangelical, mainly
Quaker founding managers also exhibited the extreme paternalistic views endemic at the time, accepting the
advice or support of the African American community only grudgingly. It was frank criticism in 1913 from
W. E. B. Du Bois that highlighted the conflict between the orphanage and the community it served, and it
wasn't until 1939 that it hired the first black trustee.

More than 15,000 children were raised in the orphanage, and throughout its history letters and visits have
revealed that hundreds if not thousands of old boys and girlslooked back with admiration and respect at the
home that nurtured them throughout their formative years.

Weaving together African American history with a unique history of New York City, this is not only a
painstaking study of a previously unsung institution of black history but a unique window onto complex
racial dynamics during a period when many failed to recognize equality among all citizens as a worthy
purpose.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Angels of Mercy: White Women and
the History of New York's Colored Orphan Asylum (Empire State Editions) book because book offers you
rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Leslie Bergeron:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Angels of Mercy: White
Women and the History of New York's Colored Orphan Asylum (Empire State Editions) is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Michael Walsh:

The book Angels of Mercy: White Women and the History of New York's Colored Orphan Asylum (Empire
State Editions) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Albert Hartley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Angels of Mercy: White Women and
the History of New York's Colored Orphan Asylum (Empire State Editions) e-book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still question Angels of Mercy: White Women and the History of New York's
Colored Orphan Asylum (Empire State Editions) as good book not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to another sixth sense.
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