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In this revised, expanded, and updated second edition, Paul Swendson - in a series of comprehensive essays -
puts into written form what he has spent more than thirteen years doing as a community college history
instructor: making American history “manageable, meaningful, and relevant” for everyday people. In
addition to breaking down the fundamental topics of American history in a concise, easy to read fashion, this
is a work of political and social commentary, relating the experiences, struggles, and decisions of past
Americans to life in the United States today. As stated in the book’s introductory essay: “If history teachers –
and historians for that matter – make no effort to draw lessons from the data and to bring the facts to life,
then we are merely engaged in a trivia exercise.” The goal of this book, like all good history teaching and
writing, is to help its readers become a little wiser, and raising the essential questions is often more important
than providing the “right” answers.

This book is ideal for anyone who is looking to get an overview of the basics of American history. It can also
be a very effective supplemental reader in an American history survey course, stimulating classroom
discussions that go beyond just learning the "facts." The author himself is currently using this book in his
history courses, and many of the essays have evolved through his personal experiences working with junior
high, high school, and college students. And since many of these students have not been history enthusiasts,
the author has worked as hard at making the material engaging as he has ensuring its accuracy.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Sala:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Accessible American History: Connecting the Past to the Present the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Accessible American History: Connecting the Past to
the Present giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Bonnie Skelton:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Accessible American History: Connecting
the Past to the Present is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robert Knight:

Beside this kind of Accessible American History: Connecting the Past to the Present in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Accessible American History: Connecting the Past to the Present because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get
what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this
book along with read it from today!

Malcolm Thurmond:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Accessible American History: Connecting the Past
to the Present. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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