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This work highlights a national ethos infused by a sacred narrative of divine mission. This deep association
leads to a narrow approach to conflict relationships, built around an Us vs. Them distance from the enemy, in
which their submission is achieved through kinetic effects and their subsequent redemption through our good
works (reconstruction). Vlahos contends that America's difficult engagement in the Muslim world
demonstrates urgently that different operational approaches and tactics (like counterinsurgency) are not
enough. Alternative paradigms of strategic engagement are needed, but their very consideration requires
deeper cultural rethinking about how we assess world change and other cultures, and how our national ethos
makes war.

Why are terrorists and insurgents we fight so formidable? Their strength - and our vulnerability - is in
identity. Clausewitz knew that geist (spirit) was always stronger than the material: identity is power in war.
But how can non-state actors face up to nation states? The answer is in globalization. This is the West's 3rd
globalization. Two centuries of intense mixing has torn down old ways of life and created a growing demand
for new belonging. There is also a decline in US universalism. America's vision as history's anointed prophet
and manager is now competing head-to-head with renewed universal visions. Like Late Antiquity and the
High Middle Ages our globalization begins to subside. We may be in the later days of American modernity.
We can see this worldwide, as emerging local communities within states and meta-movements find their
voice - through conflict and war. Identities struggling for realization are always the most powerful. Add the
diffusion of new technology and new practice, and even the poorest and seemingly most primitive group can
now make war against those on high. They are successful because of a symbiotic fit between old states and
new identities. Increasingly, old societies no longer find identity-celebration in war - while non-state
identities embrace the struggle for realization. Hence non-state wars with America become a mythic
narrative for them. Our engagement actually helps them realize identity - and we become the midwife. This
book offers another path to deal with non-state challenges, one that does not further weaken us.
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From reader reviews:

Monica Bonner:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Fighting Identity: Sacred War and World Change. Try to face
the book Fighting Identity: Sacred War and World Change as your good friend. It means that it can to get
your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Angela Souther:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Fighting Identity: Sacred
War and World Change book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Jeri McKeen:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually
option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you
should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Fighting Identity: Sacred War
and World Change can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Beverly Thomas:

Precisely why? Because this Fighting Identity: Sacred War and World Change is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.
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