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One of the most obvious stylistic features of Athenian black-figure vase painting is the use of color to
differentiate women from men. By comparing ancient art in Egypt and Greece, Tan Men/Pale Women
uncovers the complex history behind the use of color to distinguish between genders, without focusing on
race. Author Mary Ann Eaverly considers the significance of this overlooked aspect of ancient art as an
indicator of underlying societal ideals about the role and status of women. Such a commonplace method of
gender differentiation proved to be a complex and multivalent method for expressing ideas about the
relationship between men and women, a method flexible enough to encompass differing worldviews of
Pharaonic Egypt and Archaic Greece. Does the standard indoor/outdoor explanation—women are light
because they stay indoors—hold true everywhere, or even, in fact, in Greece? How “natural” is color-based
gender differentiation, and, more critically, what relationship does color-based gender differentiation have to
views about women and the construction of gender identity in the ancient societies that use it?

The depiction of dark men and light women can, as in Egypt, symbolize reconcilable opposites and, as in
Greece, seemingly irreconcilable opposites where women are regarded as a distinct species from men.
Eaverly challenges traditional ideas about color and gender in ancient Greek painting, reveals an important
strategy used by Egyptian artists to support pharaonic ideology and the role of women as complementary
opposites to men, and demonstrates that rather than representing an actual difference, skin color marks a
society’s ideological view of the varied roles of male and female.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Weiss:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in
Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach. You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important a book Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in
Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach. You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Patrick Stokes:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and
Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach is kind of book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

John Martin:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach. You
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Aurora Ammon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Tan Men/Pale Women: Color and Gender in Archaic Greece and Egypt, a Comparative Approach when
you desired it?
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