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This book investigates allegorical meaning in the ballets Giselle, Coppélia, The Sleeping Beauty and Swan
Lake, principally by examining their original librettos and costume designs, as well as considering their
surviving choreographic legacy. Each ballet is examined scene by scene in order to identify occult symbols
secreted within its structure. The names of characters, their costume details (form, colour, pattern and
attribute) and the parts they play and dance (mime, choreographic step and staging) are individually searched
for symbolic correspondences.
The author argues that the meaning of these symbols reveals a serious subtext embedded within each ballet
and shows that these subtexts are all found to fable the spiritual journey of the soul towards a heavenly
paradise. The distinctive set of symbols and the method of interpretation differ in each case: Giselle takes on
a Swedenborgian slant, Coppélia hinges on Masonry, while The Sleeping Beauty and Swan Lake are steeped
in mysticism.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Holmes:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you
busy person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Symbolism in Nineteenth-
Century Ballet: Giselle, Coppélia, The Sleeping Beauty and Swan Lake to read.

Sandra Alexander:

The particular book Symbolism in Nineteenth-Century Ballet: Giselle, Coppélia, The Sleeping Beauty and
Swan Lake has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind
of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Gordon Woods:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Symbolism in Nineteenth-
Century Ballet: Giselle, Coppélia, The Sleeping Beauty and Swan Lake that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Symbolism in Nineteenth-
Century Ballet: Giselle, Coppélia, The Sleeping Beauty and Swan Lake become your own starter.

Pablo McNamara:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Symbolism in Nineteenth-Century Ballet:
Giselle, Coppélia, The Sleeping Beauty and Swan Lake publication written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation Symbolism in Nineteenth-Century Ballet: Giselle, Coppélia, The Sleeping Beauty and Swan Lake
as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge
book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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