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One of the main reasons that prompted Louis XIV to sue for peace and to abandon his claims on Lorraine
and the Palatinate was the rapid physical decline of the inglorious Spanish monarch, Charles II, of whose
enormous possessions the French king hoped by diplomacy and intrigue to secure valuable portions.
Spain was still a great power. Under its crown were gathered not only the ancient kingdoms of Castile,
Aragon, and Navarre in the Spanish peninsula, but the greater part of the Belgian Netherlands, and in Italy
the kingdom of the Two Sicilies, the duchy of Milan, and the control of Tuscany, as well as the huge colonial
empire in America and the Philippines. At the time when kings were absolute rulers and reckoned their
territories as personal possessions, much depended upon the royal succession.
Now it happened that the Spanish Habsburgs were dying out in the male line. Charles II was himself without
children or brothers. Of his sisters, the elder was the wife of Louis XIV and the younger was married to the
Emperor Leopold, the heir of the Austrian Habsburgs. Louis XIV had renounced by the peace of the
Pyrenees (1659) all claims to the Spanish throne on condition that a large dowry be paid him, but the
impoverished state of the Spanish exchequer had prevented the payment of the dowry. Louis, therefore,
might lay claim to the whole inheritance of Charles II and entertain the hope of seeing the Bourbons supplant
the Habsburgs in some of the fairest lands of Christendom. In opposition to the French contention, the
emperor was properly moved by family pride to put forth the claim of his wife and that of himself as the
nearest male relative of the Spanish king. If the contention of Leopold were sustained, a single Habsburg
ruler might once more unite an empire as vast as that which the Emperor Charles V had once ruled. On the
other side, if the ambition of Louis XIV were realized, a new and formidable Bourbon empire would be
erected. In either case the European "balance of power" would be destroyed...
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From reader reviews:

Paul Eastman:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book A Short History of the War of
the Spanish Succession - The Struggle between the House of Bourbon and the House of Habsburg
(Illustrated). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions
or other social media.

Marlin Brogan:

The actual book A Short History of the War of the Spanish Succession - The Struggle between the House of
Bourbon and the House of Habsburg (Illustrated) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suited to you. The book A Short History of the War of the Spanish Succession - The Struggle
between the House of Bourbon and the House of Habsburg (Illustrated) is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Katie Harper:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this A Short History of
the War of the Spanish Succession - The Struggle between the House of Bourbon and the House of Habsburg
(Illustrated).

Brandon Seymour:

Beside this A Short History of the War of the Spanish Succession - The Struggle between the House of
Bourbon and the House of Habsburg (Illustrated) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have A Short
History of the War of the Spanish Succession - The Struggle between the House of Bourbon and the House
of Habsburg (Illustrated) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have



this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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