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Begun as a pork-barrel project by the federal government in the early 1900s, the Canton Asylum for
Insane Indians quickly became a dumping ground for inconvenient Indians. The federal institution in Canton,
South Dakota, deprived many Native patients of their freedom without genuine cause, often requiring only
the signature of a reservation agent. Only nine Native patients in the asylum’s history were committed by
court order. Without interpreters, mental evaluations, or therapeutic programs, few patients recovered. But
who cared about Indians and what went on in South Dakota?

After three decades of complacency, both the superintendent and the city of Canton were surprised to
discover that someone did care and that a bitter fight to shut the asylum down was about to begin. In this
disturbing tale, Carla Joinson unravels the question of why this institution persisted for so many years. She
also investigates the people who allowed Canton Asylum’s mismanagement to reach such staggering
proportions and asks why its administrators and staff were so indifferent to the misery experienced by
patients.

Vanished in Hiawatha is the harrowing tale of the mistreatment of Native American patients at a notorious
insane asylum whose history helps us to understand the broader mistreatment of Native peoples under forced
federal assimilation in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Vanished in Hiawatha: The Story of the Canton
Asylum for Insane Indians is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Joann Hamilton:

The guide with title Vanished in Hiawatha: The Story of the Canton Asylum for Insane Indians posesses a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Leon Santiago:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Vanished in Hiawatha: The Story of
the Canton Asylum for Insane Indians can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one
book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Vanished in Hiawatha: The Story of the Canton Asylum for Insane Indians.

Craig Nazario:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified
as of book Vanished in Hiawatha: The Story of the Canton Asylum for Insane Indians. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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