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The law of war is part of who we are. George Washington, as Commander in Chief of the Continental Army,
agreed with his British adversary that the Revolutionary War would be “carried on agreeable to the rules
which humanity formed” and “to prevent or punish every breach of the rules of war within the sphere of our
respective commands.” During the Civil War, President Lincoln approved a set of “Instructions for the
Government of the Armies of the United States in the Field,” which inspired other countries to adopt similar
codes for their armed forces, and which served as a template for international codifications of the law of war.

After World War II, U.S. military lawyers, trying thousands of defendants before military commissions did,
in the words of Justice Robert Jackson, “stay the hand of vengeance and voluntarily submit their captive
enemies to the judgment of law” in “one of the most significant tributes that Power has ever paid to Reason.”
Reflecting on this distinctive history, one Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff observed that “[t]he laws of
war have a peculiarly American cast.” And it is also true that the laws of war have shaped the U.S. Armed
Forces as much as they have shaped any other armed force in the world.

The law of war is a part of our military heritage, and obeying it is the right thing to do. But we also know
that the law of war poses no obstacle to fighting well and prevailing. Nations have developed the law of war
to be fundamentally consistent with the military doctrines that are the basis for effective combat operations.
For example, the self-control needed to refrain from violations of the law of war under the stresses of combat
is the same good order and discipline necessary to operate cohesively and victoriously in battle. Similarly,
the law of war’s prohibitions on torture and unnecessary destruction are consistent with the practical insight
that such actions ultimately frustrate rather than accomplish the mission.

This manual reflects many years of labor and expertise, on the part of civilian and military lawyers from
every Military Service. It reflects the experience of this Department in applying the law of war in actual
military operations, and it will help us remember the hard-learned lessons from the past. Understanding our
duties imposed by the law of war and our rights under it is essential to our service in the nation’s defense.

…

1.5 “WAR” AS A LEGAL CONCEPT

“War” is sometimes used as a legal concept, i.e., the application or operation of a legal rule may depend on
the existence of a “war,” “armed conflict,” or “hostilities.” As a legal concept, “war” has traditionally been
viewed as a condition in which a State is prosecuting its rights by military force, usually against another
State. However, the precise definition of “war” often depends on the specific legal context in which it is
used.

1.5.1 Traditional Conception of War Under International Law. As international law began to regulate “war,”
“hostilities,” and “armed conflict,” it became necessary to determine what “war” is for the purpose of
triggering those legal obligations.

As a legal concept, war has usually been described as a condition or state that applies more broadly than only
the mere employment of force or the mere commission of acts of violence.



When treated as a legal concept, “war” has been associated with a State’s use of force to vindicate its rights
(principally, its inherent right of self-defense) under international law.

Traditionally, war has often been described as a legal condition between two or more States. However,
certain law of war rules apply to non-international armed conflicts (such as intrastate conflicts or conflicts
between a State and a non-State armed group).

…

4.24 JOURNALISTS

In general, journalists are civilians. However, journalists may be members of the armed forces, persons
authorized to accompany the armed forces, or unprivileged belligerents.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Petrus:

This book untitled U.S. Department of Defense Law of War Manual (June 2015) to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Eugene Barnum:

The e-book with title U.S. Department of Defense Law of War Manual (June 2015) includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Alice Wilkerson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting U.S. Department of Defense
Law of War Manual (June 2015) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you may pick U.S. Department of Defense Law of War Manual (June
2015) become your own starter.

Bertha Franke:

Beside this particular U.S. Department of Defense Law of War Manual (June 2015) in your phone, it could
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have U.S. Department of Defense Law of War Manual (June 2015)
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you do
not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from today!
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