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Two years after Sam Venable became the outdoor editor for the Knoxville News-Sentinel, he began
receiving photographs of fish marked with only a phone number and the mysterious words “top-water
Hubbard.” Curious, Venable called the number and reached Ray Hubbard, a lay preacher, sewing machine
repairman, and top-notch bass fisherman. Thus began an extraordinary twenty-seven-year friendship between
two men who had little in common but a serious love of fishing and the outdoors.

Venable wrote a story about Hubbard for the newspaper and began joining him for more fishing trips. Armed
with unusual homemade lures and a friendly smile, Hubbard taught Venable the art of buzzbaiting, the joys
of fishing pungent “slop holes,” and the secrets of a bass-catching technique Hubbard called “mesmerizing.”
Soon the two men were subjecting one another to practical jokes and merciless teasing, but according to
Venable, attempting to best his buddy was “like trying to argue with the captain of an international
championship debating team.” They also developed an intricate verbal shorthand for the launch ramps,
restaurants, and fishing spots they encountered. Venable soon discovered that the upstanding reverend was
not averse to telling an occasional white lie, especially if it protected a prized location or coveted angling
secret.

Over the years, the size of their catches ceased to matter. Hubbard, a straitlaced country preacher, and
Venable, a veteran journalist fluent in the language of the newsroom, simply enjoyed each other’s company,
overcoming differences in age, educational background, and vocational calling. (It was Hubbard who
continually suggested that Venable  say “rock-elephant” in place of saltier expressions.) What they
experienced together, Venable believes, was best understood by Henry David Thoreau, who observed that
“many men go fishing all of their lives without knowing that it is not fish they are after.”

The Author: Sam Venable is an award-winning columnist for the Knoxville News-Sentinel and a contributor
to such publications as Outdoor Life, Sports Afield, and Waterfowler’s World. His books include Mountain
Hands: A Portrait of Southern Appalachia and From Ridgetops to Riverbottoms: Celebrating the Outdoor
Life in Tennessee.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Gable:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Rock-Elephant: A Story Of Friendship And Fishing (Outdoor
Tennessee Series). Try to stumble through book Rock-Elephant: A Story Of Friendship And Fishing
(Outdoor Tennessee Series) as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let
us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Brooke Gafford:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually Rock-Elephant: A Story Of Friendship And Fishing (Outdoor Tennessee
Series).

Todd Apperson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Rock-Elephant: A Story Of Friendship
And Fishing (Outdoor Tennessee Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its named reading friends.

Beverly Thomas:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is referred to as of book Rock-Elephant: A Story Of Friendship And Fishing (Outdoor Tennessee Series).
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge
and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring
you from one destination for a other place.
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