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Plato's frontal attack on poetry has always been a problem for sympathetic students, who have often
minimized or avoided it. Beginning with the premise that the attack must be taken seriously, Mr. Havelock
shows that Plato's hostility is explained by the continued domination of the poetic tradition in contemporary
Greek thought. The reason for the dominance of this tradition was technological. In a nonliterate culture,
stored experience necessary to cultural stability had to be preserved as poetry in order to be memorized.
Plato attacks poets, particularly Homer, as the sole source of Greek moral and technical instruction--Mr.
Havelock shows how the Illiad acted as an oral encyclopedia. Under the label of mimesis, Plato condemns
the poetic process of emotional identification and the necessity of presenting content as a series of specific
images in a continued narrative. The second part of the book discusses the Platonic Forms as an aspect of an
increasingly rational culture. Literate Greece demanded, instead of poetic discourse, a vocabulary and a
sentence structure both abstract and explicit in which experience could be described normatively and
analytically: in short a language of ethics and science.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Chandler:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind).

John Whetstone:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind) book is readable by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Preface to
Plato (History of the Greek Mind) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Preface to
Plato (History of the Greek Mind) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

William Walker:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Preface to Plato
(History of the Greek Mind) suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind)is the one of several books that everyone
read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Casey Schnell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Preface to Plato
(History of the Greek Mind).
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