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Cave Culture in Maghrebi Literature: Imagining Self and Nation discusses key postcolonial Francophone
North African texts, centering on folktales, war, Berber traditions, femininity, sexuality, the Algerian War of
Independence (1954–1962), and the Algerian Civil War (1992–1999). It explores the literary and cultural
evidence testifying to the role of the cave as a locus of worship, transfiguration, dominance, and revelation in
the context of colonial and postcolonial power struggles, and its wider significance in the context of
nationalism and femininity, sexuality, and postcolonial identity construction. Historically, the cave has
symbolized the explosive colonial and postcolonial struggles. It was a crucial site of colonial subjugation in
North Africa during the colonial conquest in the nineteenthcentury and during the Algerian War of
Independence in the twentieth century. Featuring narratives by authors such as Yamina Méchakra, Georges
Buis, Tahar Ben Jelloun, Maïssa Bey, Assia Djebar, Driss Chraïbi, Hawa Djabali, Mohammed Dib, Nabile
Farès, Larêej Waciny, and filmmaker Moumen Smihi, this book examines the cave as a metaphor of the
collective imaginary of the North African literary subject and offers new insights into the field of
Francophone literary studies. The complexity of the cave metaphor in this body of literature mirrors the
struggle for identity at work in Francophone postcolonial literature: be it the struggle for colonial
independence, the articulation of femininity, or, in a broader framework, the tensions at work in hybridized
societies that are firmly rooted in tradition but at the same time curiously turned toward the Occident.
Literary caves are firmly situated in the physical and psychic territories of North Africa, yet they offer
bridges to the West and in particular to continental France. A combination of religious mysticism and natural
splendor makes the cave a powerful symbol that has had a profound impact on the imaginations of artists on
both sides of the Mediterranean. The literary cave has a strong hold on the Algerian and Moroccan collective
imaginary and often stands as a metaphor for the homeland: the patrie. It defines the characters’ subjectivity,
on both a conscious and unconscious level—as shown by its many literary manifestations, be it in folktales,
feminist, war, or love narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Clayton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Cave Culture in Maghrebi Literature: Imagining Self and
Nation (After the Empire: The Francophone World and Postcolonial France). Try to face the book Cave
Culture in Maghrebi Literature: Imagining Self and Nation (After the Empire: The Francophone World and
Postcolonial France) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Carol Anthony:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is Cave Culture in Maghrebi Literature: Imagining Self and Nation (After the Empire: The Francophone
World and Postcolonial France) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Lily McDermott:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Cave Culture in Maghrebi Literature: Imagining Self and
Nation (After the Empire: The Francophone World and Postcolonial France) was multi-colored and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book Cave Culture in Maghrebi Literature: Imagining Self and
Nation (After the Empire: The Francophone World and Postcolonial France) has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.

Nancy Barry:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you



knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this
Cave Culture in Maghrebi Literature: Imagining Self and Nation (After the Empire: The Francophone World
and Postcolonial France).
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