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Through an absorbing investigation into recent, high-profile scandals involving one of the largest kosher
slaughterhouses in the world, located unexpectedly in Postville, Iowa, Aaron S. Gross makes a powerful case
for elevating the category of the animal in the study of religion. Major theorists have almost without
exception approached religion as a phenomenon that radically marks humans off from other animals, but
Gross rejects this paradigm, instead matching religion more closely with the life sciences to better theorize
human nature.

Gross begins with a detailed account of the scandals at Agriprocessors and their significance for the
American and international Jewish community. He argues that without a proper theorization of "animals and
religion," we cannot fully understand religiously and ethically motivated diets and how and why the events at
Agriprocessors took place. Subsequent chapters recognize the significance of animals to the study of religion
in the work of Ernst Cassirer, Emile Durkheim, Mircea Eliade, Jonathan Z. Smith, and Jacques Derrida and
the value of indigenous peoples' understanding of animals to the study of religion in our daily lives. Gross
concludes by extending the Agribusiness scandal to the activities at slaughterhouses of all kinds, calling
attention to the religiosity informing the regulation of "secular" slaughterhouses and its implications for our
relationship with and self-imagination through animals.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Ramsey:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The Question
of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Question of the Animal and
Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implicationsis a single of several books in which everyone read now.
That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Theresa Smith:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications, you are able to
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a e-book.

Wilfred Walker:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications.

Robert Poulin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to



your account is The Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications this e-
book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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