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“A long overdue book that highlights issues of memory, scholarship, and the role of the archaeologist as part
of a larger move to address the Cold War as a defining and significant period in human history.”—James P.
Delgado, author of Silent Killers: Submarines and Underwater Warfare
 
“An important contribution to the growing number of archaeological studies of the Cold War, for the first
time synthesizing research undertaken in the United States.”—Wayne Cocroft, coeditor of The Home Front
in Britain 1914–1918: An Archaeological Handbook
 
The Cold War was one of the twentieth century’s defining events, with long-lasting political, social, and
material implications. It created a global landscape of culturally and politically significant artifacts and sites
that are critical to understanding and preserving the history of that conflict. The stories of these artifacts and
sites remain mostly untold, however, because so many of the facilities operated in secret.

In this volume, Todd Hanson examines the Cold War’s secret sites through three theoretical frameworks:
conflict archaeology, the archaeology of the recent past, and the archaeology of science. He presents case
studies of investigations conducted at some famous—and some not so famous—historic sites that were
pivotal to the conflict, including Bikini Atoll, the Nevada Test Site, and the Cuban sites of the Soviet Missile
Crisis. Hanson illustrates how, by examining nuclear weapons testing sites, missile silos, peace camps,
fallout shelters, and more, archaeology can help strip away the Cold War’s myths, secrets, and political
rhetoric in order to better understand the conflict’s formative role in the making of the contemporary
American landscape. Addressing modern ramifications of the Cold War, Hanson also looks at the
preservation of atomic heritage sites, the phenomenon of atomic tourism, and the struggles of America’s
atomic veterans.

As the Cold War retreats into the annals of history, and its monuments fade away, so too do the opportunities
to gain deeper insight into the successes—and the failures—of the era. Hanson suggests topics for future
archaeological research and reflects on the implications of failing to study or preserve North America’s Cold
War heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Berneice Ritzman:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Archaeology of the Cold War (American Experience in Archaeological
Pespective) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer associated with The Archaeology of the Cold War (American Experience in Archaeological
Pespective) content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Archaeology
of the Cold War (American Experience in Archaeological Pespective) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Mildred Parker:

The book The Archaeology of the Cold War (American Experience in Archaeological Pespective) will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Archaeology of the Cold War
(American Experience in Archaeological Pespective) is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sherry Spears:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Archaeology of the Cold War (American
Experience in Archaeological Pespective) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Lois Wiggins:

You may get this The Archaeology of the Cold War (American Experience in Archaeological Pespective) by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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