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A middle class, Midwestern family in search of meaning uproot themselves and move to their ancestral
village in Croatia

"We can look at this in two ways," Jim wrote, always the pragmatist. "We can panic and scrap the whole
idea. Or we can take this as a sign. They're saying the economy is going to get worse before it gets better.
Maybe this is the kick in the pants we needed to do something completely different. There will always be an
excuse not to go…"

And that, friends, is how a typically sane middle-aged mother decided to drag her family back to a forlorn
mountain village in the backwoods of Croatia.

So begins the author's journey in Running Away to Home. Jen, her architect husband, Jim, and their two
children had been living the typical soccer- and ballet-practice life in the most Middle American of places:
Des Moines, Iowa. They overindulged themselves and their kids, and as a family they were losing one
another in the rush of work, school, and activities. One day, Jen and her husband looked at each other–both
holding their Starbucks coffee as they headed out to their SUV in the mall parking lot, while the kids
complained about the inferiority of the toys they just got–and asked themselves: "Is this the American
dream? Because if it is, it sort of sucks."

Jim and Jen had always dreamed of taking a family sabbatical in another country, so when they lost half their
savings in the stock-market crash, it seemed like just a crazy enough time to do it. High on wanderlust, they
left the troubled landscape of contemporary America for the Croatian mountain village of Mrkopalj, the land
of Jennifer's ancestors. It was a village that seemed hermetically sealed for the last one hundred years, with a
population of eight hundred (mostly drunken) residents and a herd of sheep milling around the post office.
For several months they lived like locals, from milking the neighbor's cows to eating roasted pig on a spit to
desperately seeking the village recipe for bootleg liquor. As the Wilson-Hoff family struggled to stay sane
(and warm), what they found was much deeper and bigger than themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia in Search of Who We Are,
Where We Came From, and What Really Matters book is readable by simply you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Running Away to Home: Our
Family's Journey to Croatia in Search of Who We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters
content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Running Away to Home: Our
Family's Journey to Croatia in Search of Who We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Arnold Williams:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia
in Search of Who We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters as your daily resource
information.

David Stephenson:

This book untitled Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia in Search of Who We Are,
Where We Came From, and What Really Matters to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Doug Campbell:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we



know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Running Away to Home: Our Family's Journey to Croatia in Search
of Who We Are, Where We Came From, and What Really Matters can make you experience more interested
to read.
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