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When children learn a language, they soon are able to make surprisingly subtle distinctions: "donate them a
book" sounds odd, for example, even though "give them a book" is perfectly natural. How can this happen,
given that children do not confine themselves to the sentence types they hear, and are usually not corrected
when they speak ungrammatically? Steven Pinker resolves this paradox in a detailed theory of how children
acquire argument structure.

In tackling a learning paradox that has challenged scholars for more than a decade, Pinker synthesizes a vast
literature in linguistics and psycholinguistics and outlines explicit theories of the mental representation,
learning, and development of verb meaning and verb syntax. The new theory that he describes has some
surprising implications for the relation between language and thought.Pinker's solution provides insight into
such key questions as, When do children generalize and when do they stick with what they hear? What is the
rationale behind linguistic constraints? How is the syntax of predicates and arguments related to their
semantics? What is a possible word meaning? Do languages force their speakers to construe the world in
certain ways? Why does children's language seem different from that of adults?

Learnability and Cognition is included in the series Learning, Development, and Conceptual Change, edited
by Lila Gleitman, Susan Carey, Elissa Newport, and Elizabeth Spelke.

A Bradford Book
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Davis:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Learnability and Cognition:
The Acquisition of Argument Structure (Learning, Development, and Conceptual Change). All type of book
would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

John Honeycutt:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Learnability and Cognition: The
Acquisition of Argument Structure (Learning, Development, and Conceptual Change) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Maria Casillas:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Learnability and Cognition: The Acquisition of Argument Structure
(Learning, Development, and Conceptual Change) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Learnability and Cognition:
The Acquisition of Argument Structure (Learning, Development, and Conceptual Change) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Learnability and Cognition: The Acquisition of
Argument Structure (Learning, Development, and Conceptual Change) is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Joyce Francois:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. By the book Learnability and Cognition: The Acquisition of Argument Structure (Learning,
Development, and Conceptual Change) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being
creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't



be doubt to change your life at this time book Learnability and Cognition: The Acquisition of Argument
Structure (Learning, Development, and Conceptual Change). You can more inviting than now.
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