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A fresh, daring, and genuine alternative to the traditional story of scientific progress

Explaining the world around us, and the life within it, is one of the most uniquely human drives, and the
most celebrated activity of science. Good explanations are what provide accurate causal accounts of the
things we wonder at, but explanation's earthly origins haven't grounded it: we have used it to account for the
grandest and most wondrous mysteries in the natural world. Explanations give us a sense of understanding,
but an explanation that feels right doesn't mean it is true. For every true explanation, there is a false one that
feels just as good. A good theory's explanations, though, have a much easier path to truth. This push for good
explanations elevated science from medieval alchemy to electro-chemistry, or a pre-inertial physics to the
forces underlying nanoparticles. And though the attempt to explain has existed as long as we have been able
to wonder, a science timeline from pre-history to the present will reveal a steep curve of theoretical
discovery that explodes around 1600, primarily in the West.

Ranging over neuroscience, psychology, history, and policy, Wondrous Truths answers two fundamental
questions-Why did science progress in the West? And why so quickly? J.D. Trout's answers are surprising.
His central idea is that Western science rose above all others because it hit upon successive theories that
were approximately true through an awkward assortment of accident and luck, geography and personal
idiosyncrasy. Of course, intellectual ingenuity partially accounts for this persistent drive forward. But so too
does the persistence of the objects of wonder. Wondrous Truths recovers the majesty of science, and
provides a startling new look at the grand sweep of its biggest ideas.
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From reader reviews:

David Russell:

This Wondrous Truths: The Improbable Triumph of Modern Science book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Wondrous Truths: The Improbable Triumph of Modern Science
without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
become worry Wondrous Truths: The Improbable Triumph of Modern Science can bring when you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Wondrous Truths: The Improbable Triumph of Modern Science having very good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Gloria Pruitt:

This Wondrous Truths: The Improbable Triumph of Modern Science tend to be reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Wondrous Truths: The Improbable Triumph of
Modern Science can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed people. Beside that this Wondrous Truths: The Improbable Triumph of Modern Science
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Susan Hare:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Wondrous
Truths: The Improbable Triumph of Modern Science.

Darren Perez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Wondrous Truths: The Improbable Triumph of Modern Science can be your answer mainly because it



can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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