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From acclaimed historian Walter R. Borneman comes a dazzling account of the battle to build America’s
transcontinental rail lines. Rival Rails is an action-packed epic of how an empire was born—and the
remarkable men who made it happen.
 
After the completion of the first transcontinental railroad in 1869, the rest of the country was up for grabs,
and the race was on. The prize: a better, shorter, less snowy route through the corridors of the American
Southwest, linking Los Angeles to Chicago. In Rival Rails, Borneman lays out in compelling detail the
sectional rivalries, contested routes, political posturing, and ambitious business dealings that unfolded as an
increasing number of lines pushed their way across the country.

Borneman brings to life the legendary business geniuses and so-called robber barons who made millions and
fought the elements—and one another—to move America, including William Jackson Palmer, whose
leadership of the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad relied on innovative narrow gauge trains that
could climb steeper grades and take tighter curves; Collis P. Huntington of the Central Pacific and Southern
Pacific lines, a magnate insatiably obsessed with trains—and who was not above bribing congressmen to
satisfy his passion; Edward Payson Ripley, visionary president of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe, whose
fiscal conservatism and smarts brought the industry back from the brink; and Jay Gould, ultrasecretive,
strong-armer and one-man powerhouse.

In addition, Borneman captures the herculean efforts required to construct these roads—the laborers who did
the back-breaking work, boring tunnels through mountains and throwing bridges across unruly rivers, the
brakemen who ran atop moving cars, the tracklayers crushed and killed by runaway trains. From backroom
deals in Washington, D.C., to armed robberies of trains in the wild deserts, from glorified cattle cars to
streamliners and Super Chiefs, all the great incidents and innovations of a mighty American era are re-
created with unprecedented power in Rival Rails.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Bryant:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Rival Rails: The Race to Build America's Greatest
Transcontinental Railroad. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a new book Rival Rails: The Race to Build America's Greatest Transcontinental
Railroad. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open
a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's read.

Geraldine Bagley:

Here thing why this Rival Rails: The Race to Build America's Greatest Transcontinental Railroad are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Rival Rails: The Race to Build America's Greatest
Transcontinental Railroad giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no publication that similar with Rival Rails: The Race to Build America's Greatest
Transcontinental Railroad. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Rival Rails: The Race to Build America's Greatest
Transcontinental Railroad in e-book can be your option.

Nicholas Gober:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled Rival Rails: The Race to Build America's Greatest Transcontinental Railroad
can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Kelly Mays:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Rival Rails: The Race to



Build America's Greatest Transcontinental Railroad which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.
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