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Was the Vietnam War unavoidable? Historians have long assumed that ideological views and the momentum
of events made American intervention inevitable. By examining the role of McGeorge Bundy and the
National Security Council, Andrew Preston demonstrates that policymakers escalated the conflict in Vietnam
in the face of internal opposition, external pressures, and a continually failing strategy.

Bundy created the position of National Security Adviser as we know it today, with momentous consequences
that continue to shape American foreign policy. Both today's presidential supremacy in foreign policy and
the contemporary national security bureaucracy find their origins in Bundy's powers as the first National
Security Adviser and in the ways in which he and his staff brought about American intervention in Vietnam.
Presidents Kennedy and Johnson were not enthusiastic about waging a difficult war in pursuit of murky
aims, but the NSC's bureaucratic dexterity and persuasive influence in the Oval Office skewed the debate in
favor of the conflict.

In challenging the prevailing view of Bundy as a loyal but quietly doubting warrior, Preston also revises our
understanding of what it meant--and means--to be a hawk or a dove. The War Council is an illuminating and
compelling story with two inseparable themes: the acquisition and consolidation of power; and how that
power is exercised.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The War Council: McGeorge
Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Janet Roldan:

This book untitled The War Council: McGeorge Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Sam Hasse:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The War Council: McGeorge
Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The War Council:
McGeorge Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one
reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Michael Aldrich:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The War Council: McGeorge Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam we can get more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The War Council:
McGeorge Bundy, the NSC, and Vietnam. You can more desirable than now.
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