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The absence of self in Classical literature and the emergence in the eighteenth century of the concept of the
unique and individual self asserting its existence and seeking its truth in private experience and feeling is
often touched upon in cultural histories but little explained. Seeking the reasons for and the effects of the
change of attitude toward one’s concept of one’s self in the “new” eighteenth-century attitude toward history,
biography, travel literature, pornography, and the novel, Lyons finds, first, that the term self is deceptively
vague. It evolved, he notes, to fill the vacuum created by doubt about the existence of the soul.
 
Second, Lyons finds that without a concept of the self—that ineffable something in a human being that to its
inventors and their followers was an abstract of pure and intuited natural laws—the revolution and
romanticism of the modern age would have been very different from what it has been. More importantly,
Lyons concludes that the concept led to monumental error and to bitter disappointments rooted, as his il-
luminating history shows, in the impossibility of defining that which never was.
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From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

This The Invention of the Self: The Hinge of Consciousness in the Eighteenth Century book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This particular The Invention of the Self: The Hinge of Consciousness in the Eighteenth
Century without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't become worry The Invention of the Self: The Hinge of Consciousness in the Eighteenth Century can
bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This The Invention of the Self: The Hinge of Consciousness in
the Eighteenth Century having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Judith Cole:

The book The Invention of the Self: The Hinge of Consciousness in the Eighteenth Century has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. That
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Tara Gamboa:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually The Invention of the Self: The Hinge of Consciousness in the Eighteenth Century.

Aaron Blue:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. From the book The Invention of the Self: The Hinge of Consciousness in the Eighteenth Century
we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must want to read
a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life
with this book The Invention of the Self: The Hinge of Consciousness in the Eighteenth Century. You can
more attractive than now.
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