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In Play Between Worlds, T. L. Taylor examines multiplayer gaming life as it is lived on the borders, in the
gaps -- as players slip in and out of complex social networks that cross online and offline space. Taylor
questions the common assumption that playing computer games is an isolating and alienating activity
indulged in by solitary teenage boys. Massively multiplayer online games (MMOGs), in which thousands of
players participate in a virtual game world in real time, are in fact actively designed for sociability. Games
like the popular Everquest, she argues, are fundamentally social spaces.

Taylor's detailed look at Everquest offers a snapshot of multiplayer culture. Drawing on her own experience
as an Everquest player (as a female Gnome Necromancer) -- including her attendance at an Everquest Fan
Faire, with its blurring of online -- and offline life -- and extensive research, Taylor not only shows us
something about games but raises broader cultural issues. She considers "power gamers," who play in ways
that seem closer to work, and examines our underlying notions of what constitutes play -- and why play
sometimes feels like work and may even be painful, repetitive, and boring. She looks at the women who play
Everquest and finds they don't fit the narrow stereotype of women gamers, which may cast into doubt our
standardized and preconceived ideas of femininity. And she explores the questions of who owns game space
-- what happens when emergent player culture confronts the major corporation behind the game.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Atwood:

The book Play Between Worlds: Exploring Online Game Culture (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Play Between
Worlds: Exploring Online Game Culture (MIT Press)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Play Between Worlds: Exploring Online Game Culture (MIT Press) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

James Fomby:

This book untitled Play Between Worlds: Exploring Online Game Culture (MIT Press) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Dawn Spigner:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Play Between Worlds: Exploring Online
Game Culture (MIT Press), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Evita Young:

Play Between Worlds: Exploring Online Game Culture (MIT Press) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Play Between
Worlds: Exploring Online Game Culture (MIT Press) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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