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In the course of the nineteenth century, four-hand piano playing emerged across Europe as a popular pastime
of the well-heeled classes and of those looking to join them. Nary a canonic work of classical music that was
not set for piano duo, nary a house that could afford not to invest in them. Duets echoed from the student
bedsit to Buckingham Palace, resounded in schools and in hundreds of thousands of bourgeois parlors. Like
no other musical phenomenon, it could cross national, social, and economic boundaries, bringing together
poor students with the daughters of the bourgeoisie, crowned heads with penniless virtuosi, and the
nineteenth century often regarded it with extreme suspicion for that very reason.

Four-hand piano playing was often understood as a socially acceptable way of flirting, a flurry of hands that
made touching, often of men and women, not just acceptable but necessary. But it also became something far
more serious than that, a central institution of the home, mediating between inside and outside, family and
society, labor and leisure, nature and nurture. And writers, composers, musicians, philosophers, journalists,
pamphleteers and painters took note: in the art, literature, and philosophy of the age, four-hand playing
emerged as a common motif, something that allowed them to interrogate the very nature of the self, the
family, the community and the state. In the four hands rushing up and down the same keyboard the
nineteenth century espied, or thought to espy, an astonishing array of things. Four-Handed Monsters tells not
only the story of that practice, but also the story of the astonishing array of things the nineteenth century read
into it.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Four-Handed Monsters: Four-Hand Piano Playing and
Nineteenth-Century Culture will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with
you?

Dora Campfield:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day long to reading a guide. The book Four-Handed Monsters: Four-Hand Piano Playing and Nineteenth-
Century Culture it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Donna Barragan:

Four-Handed Monsters: Four-Hand Piano Playing and Nineteenth-Century Culture can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Four-Handed Monsters: Four-Hand Piano Playing and Nineteenth-Century Culture however doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Thomas Palmer:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Four-Handed Monsters: Four-Hand Piano
Playing and Nineteenth-Century Culture can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one
book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
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