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Complex simplicity: The seminal book on Portugal's master architect
 
When Álvaro Siza, one of the great figures of contemporary architecture, won the prestigious Pritzker
Prize in 1992, the Jury described his forms as “molded by light, [with] a deceptive simplicity about them;
they are honest. They solve design problems directly…. That simplicity, upon closer examination however, is
revealed as great complexity. There is a subtle mastery underlying what appears to be natural creations.”

Born in Matosinhos, Portugal, in 1933, Siza created his own practice in Porto in 1954, and he has been a
Professor of Construction at the University of Porto since 1976. The architect can fill shelf afer shelf with his
awards and prizes to-date: He received the European Community’s Mies van der Rohe Prize in 1988 and
the Praemium Imperiale in Japan in 1997, the 2009 RIBA Gold Medal, and the Golden Lion for
Lifetime Achievement at the 2012 Venice Architecture Biennale.

He has built a large number of projects in Portugal, and worked on the restructuring of the Chiado area of
Lisbon following a devastating fire in 1988. Siza designed both the Portuguese Pavilion for the 1998 Lisbon
World’s Fair and the 2005 Serpentine Pavilion in London in collaboration with Eduardo Souto de Moura. He
completed the Serralves Foundation in Porto, 1998, and the Museum for the Iberê Camargo Foundation in
Porto Alegre, Brazil in 2008.

As for all previous TASCHEN architect’s monographs, this book was realized in close collaboration with
the architect and includes a full catalogue of his work to date.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Stein:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Siza: Complete Works 1952-
2013 to read.

Betty Edmond:

The experience that you get from Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 could be the more deep you searching
the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to understand but Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 instantly.

Fernando Gallimore:

This Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 can be one of the great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Siza:
Complete Works 1952-2013 giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Phyllis Granger:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and
studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the
guide Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone
and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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