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India is the top provider of surrogacy services in the world, with a multi-million dollar surrogacy industry
that continues to grow exponentially, as increasing numbers of couples from developed nations look for
wombs in which to grow their babies. Some scholars have exulted transnational surrogacy for the
possibilities it opens for infertile couples, while others have offered bioethical cautionary tales, rebuked
exploitative intended parents, or lamented the exploitation of surrogate mothers—but very little is known
about the experience of and transaction between surrogate mothers and intended parents outside the lens of
the many agencies that control surrogacy in India. Drawing from rich interviews with surrogate mothers and
egg donors in Bangalore, as well as twenty straight and gay couples in the U.S. and Australia, Discounted
Life focuses on the processes of social and market exchange in transnational surrogacy. 
 
Sharmila Rudrappa interrogates the creation and maintenance of reproductive labor markets, the function of
agencies and surrogacy brokers, and how women become surrogate mothers. Is surrogacy solely a labor
contract for which the surrogate mother receives wages, or do its meanings and import exceed the confines
of the market? Rudrappa argues that this reproductive industry is organized to control and disempower
women workers and yet her interviews reveal that, by and large, the surrogate mothers in Bangalore found
the experience life affirming. Rudrappa explores this tension, and the lived realities of many surrogate
mothers whose deepening bodily commodification is paradoxically experienced as a revitalizing life
development.
 
A detailed and moving study, Discounted Life delineates how local labor markets intertwine with global
reproduction industries, how Bangalore’s surrogate mothers make sense of their participation in reproductive
assembly lines, and the remarkable ways in which they negotiate positions of power for themselves in
progressively untenable socio-economic conditions.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mele:

The book Discounted Life: The Price of Global Surrogacy in India make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Discounted Life: The
Price of Global Surrogacy in India to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like open and read a book Discounted Life: The Price of Global Surrogacy in India. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Joseph Cobble:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Discounted Life: The Price of Global Surrogacy in India it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book provides high quality.

Travis McDonald:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Discounted Life: The Price of Global Surrogacy in India
can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you
to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Discounted Life: The Price of Global Surrogacy in India.

Donna Hubbard:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Discounted Life: The Price of Global Surrogacy in India can make you sense more interested to read.
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