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Discusses Derrida as a religious thinker, reading Dante’s Commedia and Derrida’s religious writings
together.

Reading Dante’s Commedia alongside Jacques Derrida’s later religious writings, Francis J. Ambrosio
explores what these works reveal about religion as a fundamental dynamic of human existence, about
freedom and responsibility, and about the significance of writing itself. Ambrosio argues that both the many
telling differences between them and the powerful bonds that unite them across centuries show that Dante
and Derrida share an identity as religious writers that arises from the human experiences of faith, hope, and
love in response to the divine mystery of being human. For both Dante and Derrida, Ambrosio contends,
“scriptural religion” reveals that the paradoxical tension of freedom and absolute responsibility must lead to
the mystery of forgiveness, a secret that these two share and faithfully keep by surrendering to its necessity
to die so as always to begin again anew.

“…a valuable book … Ambrosio achieves a portion of his goal of reconciling contemporary ‘styles of piety’
with Dante’s.” — Modern Philology

“Ambrosio’s venture of taking Derrida as his Virgil in reading Dante succeeds quite well … Thanks to
Derrida, Ambrosio confirms again what a profound intellectual, even philosophical, challenge Christianity
still offers readers of this great poet and thinker.” — Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

“Francis Ambrosio has carried out a novel and incisive analysis that sheds important light on Derrida’s
analysis of the aporia of forgiveness by taking up the question of Derrida and Dante. The result is an unusual
combination of historical erudition and philosophical insight into one of the most provocative thinkers of our
time and an outstanding contribution to continental philosophy of religion.” — John D. Caputo, author of
The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event

“I like very much the author’s imaginative, audacious, writerly engagement with the texts he interprets.
There is much that is provocative in these readings, and the flair and style of the writer’s language—in many
ways an extension of Derrida’s own style of writing and interpretation—announce an appreciable new
talent.” — William Franke, author of Dante’s Interpretive Journey

Francis J. Ambrosio is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Georgetown University and the editor of The
Question of Christian Philosophy Today.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Caceres:

The book Dante and Derrida: Face to Face (SUNY series in Theology and Continental Thought) gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make reading a book Dante and Derrida: Face to Face (SUNY series in Theology and Continental
Thought) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a
publication Dante and Derrida: Face to Face (SUNY series in Theology and Continental Thought). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Matthew Armstrong:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled Dante and Derrida: Face to Face (SUNY series in Theology and
Continental Thought) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Kenneth Flowers:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Dante and Derrida: Face to Face
(SUNY series in Theology and Continental Thought) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still uncertainty Dante and Derrida: Face to Face (SUNY series in Theology and Continental Thought) as
good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't
assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Carmen Dana:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is Dante and Derrida: Face to Face (SUNY series in Theology and Continental Thought) this



publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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