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In the early nineteenth century, Russia established a colony in California that lasted until the Russian-
American Company sold Fort Ross and Bodega Bay to John Sutter in 1841. This annotated collection of
Russian accounts of Alta California, many of them translated here into English from Russian for the first
time, presents richly detailed impressions by visiting Russian mariners, scientists, and Russian-American
Company officials regarding the environment, people, economy, and politics of the province. Gathered from
Russian archival collections and obscure journals, these testimonies represent a major contribution to the
little-known history of Russian America.

Well educated and curious, the visiting Russians were acute observers, generous in their appreciation of
Hispanic hospitality but outspoken in their criticisms of all they found backward or abhorrent. In the various
reports and reminiscences contained within this volume, they make astute observations of both Hispanic and
Native inhabitants, describing the Catholic missions with their devout friars and neophyte workers; the
corruptible Franciscan missionaries; the sorry plight of mission Indians; the Californios themselves, whose
religion, language, dwellings, cuisine, dress, and pastimes were novel to the Russians; the economic and
social changes in Alta California following Mexican independence; and the schemes of American traders and
settlers to draw the province into the United States.

Amplified by James R. Gibson’s informative annotations, and featuring a gallery of elegant color
illustrations, this unique volume casts new light on the history of Spanish and Mexican California.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Carter:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the e-book entitled California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries Series).
Try to stumble through book California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries
Series) as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Christopher Hairston:

The event that you get from California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries
Series) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but California Through Russian
Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries Series) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this specific California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early
California Commentaries Series) instantly.

Ruth Jones:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this California
Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries Series), it is possible to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
reserve.

Katherine Shadrick:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book California Through Russian Eyes, 1806-1848 (Early California Commentaries



Series) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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