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IN the last Lecture I endeavoured to prove to you that, while, as a general rule, organic beings tend to
reproduce their kind, there is in them, also, a constantly recurring tendency to vary—to vary to a greater or to
a less extent. Such a variety, I pointed out to you, might arise from causes which we do not understand; we
therefore called it spontaneous; and it might come into existence as a definite and marked thing, without any
gradations between itself and the form which preceded it. I further pointed out, that such a variety having
once arisen, might be perpetuated to some extent, and indeed to a very marked extent, without any direct
interference, or without any exercise of that process which we called selection. And then I stated further, that
by such selection, when exercised artificially—if you took care to breed only from those forms which
presented the same peculiarities of any variety which had arisen in this manner—the variation might be
perpetuated, as far as we can see, indefinitely.

The next question, and it is an important one for us, is this: Is there any limit to the amount of variation from
the primitive stock which can be produced by this process of selective breeding? In considering this question,
it will be useful to class the characteristics, in respect of which organic beings vary, under two heads: we
may consider structural characteristics, and we may consider physiological characteristics.

In the first place, as regards structural characteristics, I endeavoured to show you, by the skeletons which I
had upon the table, and by reference to a great many well-ascertained facts, that the different breeds of
Pigeons, the Carriers, Pouters, and Tumblers, might vary in any of their internal and important structural
characters to a very great degree; not only might there be changes in the proportions of the skull, and the
characters of the feet and beaks, and so on; but that there might be an absolute difference in the number of
the vertebrae of the back, as in the sacral vertebrae of the Pouter; and so great is the extent of the variation in
these and similar characters that I pointed out to you, by reference to the skeletons and the diagrams, that
these extreme varieties may absolutely differ more from one another in their structural characters than do
what naturalists call distinct SPECIES of pigeons; that is to say, that they differ so much in structure that
there is a greater difference between the Pouter and the Tumbler than there is between such wild and distinct
forms as the Rock Pigeon or the Ring Pigeon, or the Ring Pigeon and the Stock Dove; and indeed the
differences are of greater value than this, for the structural differences between these domesticated pigeons
are such as would be admitted by a naturalist, supposing he knew nothing at all about their origin, to entitle
them to constitute even distinct genera.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Dustin:

The book The Conditions of Existence as Affecting the Perpetuation of Living Beings: Lecture V. (of VI.),
"Lectures To Working Men", at the Museum of Practical ... 1863, On Darwin's work: "Origin of Species"
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book The Conditions of Existence as Affecting the Perpetuation of Living Beings: Lecture
V. (of VI.), "Lectures To Working Men", at the Museum of Practical ... 1863, On Darwin's work: "Origin of
Species" to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a
publication The Conditions of Existence as Affecting the Perpetuation of Living Beings: Lecture V. (of VI.),
"Lectures To Working Men", at the Museum of Practical ... 1863, On Darwin's work: "Origin of Species".
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Jesus Thresher:

This book untitled The Conditions of Existence as Affecting the Perpetuation of Living Beings: Lecture V.
(of VI.), "Lectures To Working Men", at the Museum of Practical ... 1863, On Darwin's work: "Origin of
Species" to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve
from your list.

Cody Chenault:

The e-book untitled The Conditions of Existence as Affecting the Perpetuation of Living Beings: Lecture V.
(of VI.), "Lectures To Working Men", at the Museum of Practical ... 1863, On Darwin's work: "Origin of
Species" is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Conditions of Existence as
Affecting the Perpetuation of Living Beings: Lecture V. (of VI.), "Lectures To Working Men", at the
Museum of Practical ... 1863, On Darwin's work: "Origin of Species" from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.



Jocelyn Lee:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Conditions of Existence as Affecting the Perpetuation
of Living Beings: Lecture V. (of VI.), "Lectures To Working Men", at the Museum of Practical ... 1863, On
Darwin's work: "Origin of Species" why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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