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“In his Emile Rousseau proposes a new plan of education closely connected with a universal overthrow of
civil order. The goal of the Emileisto prepare souls by means of atotal revolution in their modes of
thinking.”—These words were penned in 1763, by the young Catholic philosopher, H. S. Gerdil, more than
two decades before the French revolution. In a prophetic moment in the history of the philosophy of
education, Gerdil noted that the pedagogy of Rousseau’ s book will inspire “vexation with and aversion for
religious and social institutions . . . it will make bad Christians and bad citizens.” The disenchantment with
any authority or social forms sunk deep roots in the modern European social imagination. It hasinformed the
many liberal reforms of education of the last two centuries. The Emileis still with us.

In his eminently readable reflections, H. S. Gerdil exposes the error of Rousseau’ s Romantic naturalism.
In the process, heillustrates sensible judgment regarding concrete curricular matters and pedagogical
practices. Gerdil’ s philosophy of education is grounded in the reality of original sin and the transcendent
destiny of mankind. He provides both philosophical principles and concrete suggestions as to how parents
and teachers might craft hearts and minds capable of serving “peace of families, the tranquility of states, and
the general advantage of all men.” Gerdil’s humane Christian realism has lost none of its timeliness.

The Anti-Emile isan origina English translation of Gerdil’ s work, first published in French under thetitle
Réflexions sur lathéorie, & la pratique de I’ education contre les principes de Mr. Rousseau. In its day, the
book was quickly diffused throughout Europeinits original French aswell asin English, German, and
Italian translations, and it soon picked up its popular title, The Anti-Emile. This trandation is preceded by
Frank’s Introductory Essay, which draws out the radically different views of human nature represented by
Rousseau and Gerdil. It makes clear what is at issue in Rousseau’ s rejection and Gerdil’ s advancement of the
living tradition of classical education. In his essay, Frank also introduces H. S. Gerdil as an historical figure
with a distinctive place in the history of modern philosophy.
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From reader reviews:
Jacqueline Gore:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Anti-Emile: Reflections on the Theory and Practice
of Education against the Principles of Rousseau. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Provided that we know about how isimportant a new book The Anti-Emile: Reflections on the Theory and
Practice of Education against the Principles of Rousseau. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or perhaps searching by internet unit. Itis
called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's [earn.

Michael Banks:

Book is usualy written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Anti-Emile: Reflections on
the Theory and Practice of Education against the Principles of Rousseau will make you to become smarter.

Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or
reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying
to find best book or suited book with you?

Paul Jackson:

The reserve with title The Anti-Emile: Reflections on the Theory and Practice of Education against the
Principles of Rousseau posesses alot of information that you can study it. You can get alot of advantage
after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
Thiskind of book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Shelia Tonn:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Anti-Emile: Reflections on the Theory and Practice of Education against the Principles of Rousseau offer
you a new experience in reading a book.
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