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Leopold II is both a controversial and a key figure in Belgian, European and African history in the second
half of the nineteenth century. From his youth he was determined to acquire a colony and, with the help of
his private fortune, the volatile explorer H.M. Stanley, and some audacious diplomacy, he became absolute
ruler of an enormous portion of Central Africa, the Congo Free State. It was an extraordinary achievement
that was to be overshadowed by the harsh regime that developed in the colony and the international outrage
it aroused which forced the Belgian government to annex the Congo in 1908. But Leopold II's importance is
not only due to his role in the "Scramble for Africa." When he acceded to the Belgian throne in I 865, many
considered that his chances of keeping Belgium intact were slight. Leopold was, however, soon able to
demonstrate his ability and determination to defend his country's interests and throughout his reign,
unpopular though it made him, he never ceased impressing on his countrymen their military vulnerability.
Leopold II's fervent patriotism combined with his insatiable colonial ambitions were to involve him in many
of the major issues of the period in Europe and Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Leopold II of the Belgians: King of
Colonialism that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react to
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you could pick Leopold II of the Belgians: King of Colonialism become your personal starter.

Bobby Hanke:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Leopold II of the Belgians: King of Colonialism will give you new experience in
looking at a book.

Shirley Vega:

You can get this Leopold II of the Belgians: King of Colonialism by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Josephine Draughn:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Leopold II of the Belgians: King of Colonialism can make you feel more interested to read.
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