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Did you know that the Puritans did not celebrate Christmas? That trick or treating on Halloween began in the
late 1930s? That Kwanzaa was created in the mid-sixties by Ron Karenga, a radical Black Nationalist and
Black Panther? That Anne Marie Jarvis, the force behind getting Mother's Day, proclaimed a national
holiday, later repudiated the holiday for its crass commercialism and strove to undo her handiwork until the
day she died? Every holiday has a history, and this set sets out to describe them all. A chronologically
organized reference guide to the history of American celebratory days, past, present, and emergent, the books
focuse on each holiday's cultural and political significance. It includes major, minor, and bygone holidays,
both civic and religious. The work has a distinctive multi-cultural tone, with special emphasis on recent
additions to the national holiday pantheon, such as Kwanzaa, Cinco de Mayo, Gay Pride and Passover,
among others, in addition to the more traditional Christmas, Thanksgiving, and Veterans Day. New holidays,
like The Superbowl and Mardi Gras, are included as well. Each entry tracks the changes in the celebration of
the day, its origins, and its wider cultural significance.

Presented chronologically, a range of holidays are examined. Some were once widely observed but have
faded over time, some are currently widely accepted and celebrated, and some are emerging and gaining in
popularity. Covered holidays include:

Every entry is signed, and concludes with suggested further readings. Sidebars offer brief overviews of many
holidays, such as Presidents' Day, whose history is relatively straightforward. The Introduction provides an
overview of the history of holidays in America, their uses and controversies. Illustrations, a robust
bibliography, and a comprehensive index complete the work.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

Here thing why that Encyclopedia of American Holidays and National Days [2 volumes] are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Encyclopedia of American Holidays and National Days [2
volumes] giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there
is no publication that similar with Encyclopedia of American Holidays and National Days [2 volumes]. It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of Encyclopedia of American Holidays and National Days [2 volumes] in e-book can be your
alternative.

Cory Kyle:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book Encyclopedia of American Holidays and National Days [2
volumes] it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Colleen Williams:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Encyclopedia of American Holidays and National Days [2 volumes]
why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Christopher McCormick:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read.



If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Encyclopedia of
American Holidays and National Days [2 volumes] provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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