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Mysticism, which transcends the boundaries of time and space and refers to a reality not grasped by means of
ordinary human cognition, is one of the central sources of inspiration of religious thought. It is an attempt to
decode the mystery of divine existence by penetrating to the depths of consciousness through language,
memory, myth, and symbolism. Delving deep into the psyche,mystics strive to redeem perceived reality from
its immediate meaning. Mystical texts constitute a history of this religious creativity, of man's attempt to
reveal the divine structure underlying the chaos of reality and thereby endow life with hope and purpose. By
offering an alternative perspective on the world that givesÃ²expression to yearnings for freedom and
change,mysticism engenders new modes of authority and leadership; as such it plays a decisive role in
moulding religious and social history. For all these reasons, the mystical corpus deserves study and
discussion in the framework of cultural criticism and research. This study is a lyrical exposition of the Jewish
mystical phenomenon. It is based on a close reading of the hundreds of volumes written by Jewish mystics
and incorporatesÃ²mystical testimonies drawn from the different countries and cultural environments in
which Jews have lived. Rachel Elior's purpose is to present, as accurately as possible, the meanings of the
mystical works as they were perceived by their creators and readers; at the same time, she contextualizes
them within the boundaries of the religion, culture, language, and spiritual and historical circumstances in
which the destiny of the Jewish people has evolved. The author succeeds in drawing the reader into the world
of the Jewish mystic. With great intensity, she coveys the richness of the mystical experience in discovering
the infinity of meaning embedded in the sacred text; teasing out the recurring themes,Ã²she explains the
multivalent symbols. Using copious extracts from Jewish mystical sources, she illustrates the varieties of the
mystical experience from antiquity to the twentieth century. She succeeds in eloquently conveying how
mystics try to decipher reality by penetrating beyond its apparent boundaries: how they experience spiritual
powers symbolically, imaginatively, or visually; how hidden truths are revealed in visions or dreams, in an
epiphany or as 'lightning'; how they are 'engraved' in the mind or illuminate in the soul. Most of the texts
Elior draws on are written in very obscure language, but the vivid translations enable her to demonstrate
clearly the relationship between the revealed world and the hidden world as perceived by the mystic and also
to explore the social and religious tensions that have been caused by the mystic's heightened perception of
the hidden world.
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From reader reviews:

Katherin Buerger:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Jewish Mysticism: The Infinite Expression of Freedom
(Littman Library of Jewish Civilization). Try to make book Jewish Mysticism: The Infinite Expression of
Freedom (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when
you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Stella Carpenter:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Jewish Mysticism: The
Infinite Expression of Freedom (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization)? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Maurice Conner:

Typically the book Jewish Mysticism: The Infinite Expression of Freedom (Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Jewish
Mysticism: The Infinite Expression of Freedom (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Kerstin Torres:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Jewish Mysticism: The Infinite Expression of Freedom (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) when
you necessary it?
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