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Hollywood's famous sign, constructed of massive white block letters set into a steep hillside, is an emblem of
the movie capital it looms over and an international symbol of glamour and star power. To so many who see
its image, the sign represents the earthly home of that otherwise ethereal world of fame, stardom, and
celebrity--the goal of American and worldwide aspiration to be in the limelight, to be, like the Hollywood
sign itself, instantly recognizable.

How an advertisement erected in 1923, touting the real estate development Hollywoodland, took on a life of
its own is a story worthy of the entertainment world that is its focus. Leo Braudy traces the remarkable
history of this distinctly American landmark, which has been saved over the years by a disparate group of
fans and supporters, among them Alice Cooper and Hugh Hefner, who spearheaded its reconstruction in the
1970s. He also uses the sign's history to offer an intriguing look at the rise of the movie business from its
earliest, silent days through the development of the studio system that helped define modern Hollywood.
Mixing social history, urban studies, literature, and film, along with forays into such topics as the lure of
Hollywood for utopian communities and the development of domestic architecture in Los Angeles, The
Hollywood Sign is a fascinating account of how a temporary structure has become a permanent icon of
American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

The book The Hollywood Sign: Fantasy and Reality of an American Icon (Icons of America) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
studying a book The Hollywood Sign: Fantasy and Reality of an American Icon (Icons of America) being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a guide The Hollywood Sign:
Fantasy and Reality of an American Icon (Icons of America). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Theresa Diaz:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Hollywood Sign: Fantasy and Reality of an American Icon (Icons of America).

Dennis Simpson:

Typically the book The Hollywood Sign: Fantasy and Reality of an American Icon (Icons of America) has a
lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Herbert Knight:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Hollywood Sign:
Fantasy and Reality of an American Icon (Icons of America) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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