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Although Buddhism is often depicted as a religion of meditators and philosophers, some of the earliest
writings extant in India offer a very different portrait of the Buddhist practitioner. In Indian Buddhist
narratives from the early centuries of the Common Era, most lay religious practice consists not of reading,
praying, or meditating, but of visually engaging with certain kinds of objects. These visual practices,
moreover, are represented as the primary means of cultivating faith, a necessary precondition for proceeding
along the Buddhist spiritual path. In Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism, Andy
Rotman examines these visual practices and how they function as a kind of skeleton key for opening up
Buddhist conceptualizations about the world and the ways it should be navigated.
Rotman's analysis is based primarily on stories from the Divyavadana (Divine Stories), one of the most
important collections of ancient Buddhist narratives from India. Though discourses of the Buddha are well
known for their opening words, "thus have I heard" - for Buddhist teachings were first preserved and
transmitted orally - the Divyavadana presents a very different model for disseminating the Buddhist dharma.
Devotees are enjoined to look, not just hear, and visual legacies and lineages are shown to trump their oral
counterparts. As Rotman makes clear, this configuration of the visual fundamentally transforms the world of
the Buddhist practitioner, changing what one sees, what one believes, and what one does.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Ainsworth:

This Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism without we
recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism can bring any time you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This
Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism having great arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Valerie Smith:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism, you may tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Charles Morris:

Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Thus Have I Seen:
Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Irving Dorn:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism was filled
in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some



people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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