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The attempt which was made by the Western Union Telegraph Company, in 1865-66 and 67, to build an
overland line to Europe via Alaska, Bering Strait, and Siberia, was in some respects the most remarkable
undertaking of the nineteenth century. Bold in its conception, and important in the ends at which it aimed, it
attracted at one time the attention of the whole civilized world, and was regarded as the greatest telegraphic
enterprise which had ever engaged American capital. Like all unsuccessful ventures, however, in this
progressive age, it has been speedily forgotten, and the brilliant success of the Atlantic cable has driven it
entirely out of the public mind. Most readers are familiar with the principal facts in the history of this
enterprise, from its organization to its ultimate abandonment; but only a few, even of its original projectors,
know anything about the work which it accomplished in British Columbia, Alaska, and Siberia; the obstacles
which were met and overcome by its exploring and working parties; and the contributions which it made to
our knowledge of an hitherto untraveled, unvisited region. Its employees, in the course of two years,
explored nearly six thousand miles of unbroken wilderness, extending from Vancouver Island on the
American coast to Bering Strait, and from Bering Strait to the Chinese frontier in Asia. The traces of their
deserted camps may be found in the wildest mountain fastnesses of Kamchatka, on the vast desolate plains of
north-eastern Siberia, and throughout the gloomy pine forests of Alaska and British Columbia. Mounted on
reindeer, they traversed the most rugged passes of the north Asiatic mountains; they floated in skin canoes
down the great rivers of the north; slept in the smoky pologs of the Siberian Chukchis (chook'-chees); and
camped out upon desolate northern plains in temperatures of 50° and 60° below zero. The poles which they
erected and the houses which they built now stand alone in an encircling wilderness,—the only results of
their three years' labour and suffering, and the only monuments of an abandoned enterprise.

It is not my purpose to write a history of the Russian-American telegraph. The success of its rival, the
Atlantic cable, has completely overshadowed its early importance, and its own failure has deprived it of all
its interest for American readers. Though its history, however, be unimportant, the surveys and explorations
which were planned and executed under its auspices have a value and an interest of their own, aside from the
object for which they were undertaken. The territory which they covered is little known to the reading world,
and its nomadic inhabitants have been rarely visited by civilized man. Only a few adventurous traders and
fur-hunters have ever penetrated its almost unbroken solitudes, and it is not probable that civilized men will
ever follow in their steps. The country holds out to the ordinary traveler no inducement commensurate with
the risk and hardship which its exploration involves.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Jackson:

The book with title Tent Life in Siberia: A New Account of an Old Undertaking. Adventures among the
Koraks and Other Tribes In Kamchatka and Northern Asia. contains a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Leslie Bennett:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Tent Life in Siberia: A New Account of an Old
Undertaking. Adventures among the Koraks and Other Tribes In Kamchatka and Northern Asia. it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high
quality.

Tammy Clark:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely Tent Life in Siberia: A New Account of an Old Undertaking. Adventures among the
Koraks and Other Tribes In Kamchatka and Northern Asia..

Jeffrey Chambers:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Tent Life in Siberia: A New Account of an Old Undertaking. Adventures among the Koraks and
Other Tribes In Kamchatka and Northern Asia. your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead
of. The Tent Life in Siberia: A New Account of an Old Undertaking. Adventures among the Koraks and



Other Tribes In Kamchatka and Northern Asia. giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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