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The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 reopened what many people in America had long assumed was a
settled ethical question: Is torture ever morally permissible? Within days, some began to suggest that, in
these new circumstances, the new answer was "yes." Rebecca Gordon argues that September 11 did not, as
some have said, "change everything," and that institutionalized state torture remains as wrong today as it was
on the day before those terrible attacks. Furthermore, U.S. practices during the "war on terror" are rooted in a
history that began long before September 11, a history that includes both support for torture regimes abroad
and the use of torture in American jails and prisons.

Gordon argues that the most common ethical approaches to torture-utilitarianism and deontology (ethics
based on adherence to duty)-do not provide sufficient theoretical purchase on the problem. Both approaches
treat torture as a series of isolated actions that arise in moments of extremity, rather than as an ongoing,
historically and socially embedded practice. She advocates instead a virtue ethics approach, based in part on
the work of Alasdair MacIntyre. Such an approach better illumines torture's ethical dimensions, taking into
account the implications of torture for human virtue and flourishing. An examination of torture's effect on
the four cardinal virtues-courage, temperance, justice, and prudence (or practical reason)-suggests specific
ways in which each of these are deformed in a society that countenances torture.

Mainstreaming Torture concludes with the observation that if the United States is to come to terms with its
involvement in institutionalized state torture, there must be a full and official accounting of what has been
done, and those responsible at the highest levels must be held accountable.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Rowe:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical
Approaches in the Post-9/11 United States. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Donna Clark:

Typically the book Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical Approaches in the Post-9/11 United States will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Mainstreaming
Torture: Ethical Approaches in the Post-9/11 United States is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Catherine Acevedo:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical Approaches
in the Post-9/11 United States, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its known as reading friends.

Martin Herrin:

You may get this Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical Approaches in the Post-9/11 United States by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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