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In this original and far-reaching contribution to the philosophy of religion, Brian R. Clack examines the
manner in which religious belief emerges from the turbulence and anxiety of human existence. Taking his
cue from Freud's suggestion that human life is so hard to bear that it requires nothing short of cultural and
psychological palliative care, Clack explores each of the 'palliative measures' Freud catalogues - intoxicants,
religion, art and love - and evaluates their role in the mitigation of suffering and the provision of the
assistance required for an endurable life. This examination provides the context for an investigation into the
meaning and function of religious belief when considered as a palliative. Clack initially subjects religion to
ferocious critique, defending the psychoanalytic judgment that religious beliefs operate as wish-fulfilling
illusions, but then elaborates a revised understanding of religion, one in which comforting illusions are
banished and in which religious belief faces up to reality and reconciles us both to the pains and
disappointments of existence and to our nullity and inevitable annihilation. in this genuinely interdisciplinary
work, Clack breaks new ground by using detailed explorations of the phenomena of drug-use, romantic love
and the enjoyment of art in order to throw light on the meaning and nature of religion. This book will be vital
reading for anyone concerned with the fundamental questions of religious belief, the psychoanalytic
approach to culture, or simply the unavoidable existential problems lying at the very heart of human life.
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From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Love, Drugs, Art, Religion: The Pains and Consolations of Existence.

Marian Jackson:

The guide with title Love, Drugs, Art, Religion: The Pains and Consolations of Existence posesses a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Terry Snider:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Love, Drugs, Art, Religion: The Pains
and Consolations of Existence which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Toni Sargent:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is known as of book Love, Drugs, Art, Religion: The Pains and Consolations of Existence. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.
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