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Matthew H. Bowker offers a novel analysis of "experience": the vast and influential concept that has shaped
Western social theory and political practice for the past half-millennium.

While it is difficult to find a branch of modern thought, science, industry, or art that has not relied in some
way on the notion of "experience" in defining its assumptions or aims, no study has yet applied a politically-
conscious and psychologically-sensitive critique to the construct of experience. Doing so reveals that most of
the qualities that have been attributed to experience over the centuries ? particularly its unthinkability, its
correspondence with suffering, and its occlusion of the self ? are part of unlikely fantasies or ideologies. By
analyzing a series of related cases, including the experiential education movement, the ascendency of trauma
theory, the philosophy of the social contract, and the psychological study of social isolation, the book builds
a convincing case that ideologies of experience are invoked not to keep us close to lived realities and ‘things-
in-themselves,’ but, rather, to distort and destroy true knowledge of ourselves and others.

In spite of enduring admiration for those who may be called champions of experience, such as Michel de
Montaigne, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and others treated throughout the work, the ideologies of experience
ultimately discourage individuals and groups from creating, resisting, and changing our experience, urging
us instead to embrace trauma, failure, deprivation, and self-abandonment.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Ballance:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Ideologies of Experience: Trauma, Failure, Deprivation, and the
Abandonment of the Self. Try to make book Ideologies of Experience: Trauma, Failure, Deprivation, and the
Abandonment of the Self as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone
and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Karen Schanz:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Ideologies of Experience: Trauma, Failure,
Deprivation, and the Abandonment of the Self will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Tammy Clark:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Ideologies of Experience: Trauma, Failure, Deprivation, and the Abandonment
of the Self as the daily resource information.

Patrice Eubanks:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Ideologies of Experience:
Trauma, Failure, Deprivation, and the Abandonment of the Self, you can enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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