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In this elegant book of photographs, personal narrative, memories, and fascinating historical detail,
bestselling author Jill Nelson conveys the special magic of Martha’s Vineyard and the African Americans
who have summered or lived there for generations.

Jill Nelson has been a summer and occasional year-round resident of Oak Bluffs on Martha’s Vineyard for
nearly fifty years. It was where she learned to swim and ride a bike, first kissed a boy, became a writer, and,
during twenty-eight summers, raised her own daughter. In Finding Martha’s Vineyard, Nelson offers a
lively, intimate portrait of a place that has provided respite and rejuvenation, community and contemplation
for generations of African Americans.

Part memoir, part history, Finding Martha’s Vineyard describes the various groups that settled on the
Vineyard and in Oak Bluffs; slaves and their descendants; devout Methodists and Baptists; African
Americans “in service” who accompanied their white employers to the island and over the years established
a haven and a community; the black middle-class families who came each summer to escape the heat,
hostility, and racial tension of their hometowns; and generations of African American
professionals—doctors, presidential advisors, writers, academics and artists—who visit or live on the
Vineyard today. Nelson interviews the Cottagers, the proud owners of Oak Bluffs’ famous Gingerbread
cottages; members of the Polar Bear Club, a die-hard group that swims together every summer morning at
7:30 A.M.; and such famous residents as Vernon Jordan, Bebe Moore Campbell, and Stephen Carter.

Finding Martha’s Vineyard is about the power of place in our lives. A rich treasury of reminiscences,
excerpts from news articles and documents from the Martha’s Vineyard Historical Society, recipes, and
glorious photographs, it brings the sights, sounds, celebrations, and social importance of the island
community brilliantly to life.
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From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Finding Martha's Vineyard: African
Americans at Home on an Island to read.

Patsy Hall:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Finding Martha's Vineyard: African
Americans at Home on an Island is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Avis Marguez:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Finding Martha's Vineyard: African
Americans at Home on an Island is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mark York:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Finding Martha's Vineyard: African Americans at Home
on an Island was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Finding Martha's
Vineyard: African Americans at Home on an Island has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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