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A deadpan celebration of the unique commercial aesthetic that flourished under the crumbling
totalitarian Communist regimes of twentieth-century Europe

Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain presents a selection of more than 100 images of shop windows
shot by David Hlynsky during four trips taken between 1986 and 1990 to Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, East Germany, and Moscow. Using a Hasselblad camera, Hlynsky captured the slow,
routine moments of daily life on the streets and in the shop windows of crumbling Communist countries.

The resulting images could be still-lifes representing the intersection of a Communist ideology and a
consumerist, Capitalist tool?the shop window?with the consumer stuck in the middle. Devoid of overt
branding or calculated seduction, the shop windows were typically adorned with traditional yet incongruous
symbols of cheer: homey lace curtains, paper flowers, painted butterflies, and pictures of happy children.
Some windows were humble in their simple offerings of loaves and tinned fishes; others were zanily artistic,
as in the modular display of military shirts in a Moscow storefront; and some illustrated intense professional
pride, such as a sign in a Prague beauty salon depicting a pedicurist smiling fiendishly over an imperfect
sole.

The photographs are accompanied by essays by art historian Martha Langford and cultural studies specialist
Jody Berland, as well as Hlynsky’s own account of his time as a flâneur in the shopping plazas of the
collapsing Soviet empire?“a vast ad-hoc museum of a failing utopia” that in 1989 began to close forever. 176
photographs, 174 in color
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From reader reviews:

David Smith:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Window-Shopping through the
Iron Curtain. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Patrick Stokes:

The publication with title Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain has a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new information the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Patrick Allen:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book.
Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Louis Cline:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Window-Shopping through the Iron Curtain
can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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