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The Gesamtkunstwerk ('total work of art'), once a key concept in Wagner studies, has become problematic.
This book sheds light on this conundrum by first tracing the development of the concept in the 19th century
through selected examples, some of which include combinations of different art forms. It then focuses on the
culmination of the Gesamtkunstwerk in Wagner's theories and in the practice of his late music dramas, of
which Der Ring des Nibelungen is the most complete representation. Finally, the book contrasts the view of
the Ring as a fusion of dramatic text and music with the 20th century trend towards Deconstruction in
Wagnerian productions and the importance of Régie. Against this trend a case is made here for a fresh
critical approach and a reconsideration of the nature and basis for the fundamental unity which has hitherto
been widely perceived in Wagner's Ring. Approaches through Leitmotiv alone are no longer acceptable.
However, in conjunction with another principle, Moment, which Wagner insisted on combining with Motive,
these can be ingeniously 'staged' and steered to dramatic ends by means of musical dynamics and expressive
devices such as accumulation. Analysis of the two Erda scenes demonstrates how this complex combination
of resources acts as a powerful means of fusion of the musical and dramatic elements in the Ring and
confirms its status as a Gesamtkunstwerk.
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From reader reviews:

Linnie Martinez:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book The Quest for the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve The Quest for the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner is not only giving
you much more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book The Quest for
the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Dustin Alvarez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Quest
for the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Mary James:

The guide untitled The Quest for the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner is the reserve that recommended
to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did
a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Quest for the Gesamtkunstwerk and
Richard Wagner from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Jacqueline Lewis:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Quest for the Gesamtkunstwerk and Richard Wagner,
you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.
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