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Today, jazz is considered high art, America’s national music, and the catalog of its recordings—its
discography—is often taken for granted. But behind jazz discography is a fraught and highly colorful history
of research, fanaticism, and the intense desire to know who played what, where, and when. This history gets
its first full-length treatment in Bruce D. Epperson’s More Important Than the Music. Following the
dedicated few who sought to keep jazz’s legacy organized, Epperson tells a fascinating story of archival
pursuit in the face of negligence and deception, a tale that saw curses and threats regularly employed, with
fisticuffs and lawsuits only slightly rarer.

Epperson examines the documentation of recorded jazz from its casual origins as a novelty in the 1920s and
’30s, through the overwhelming deluge of 12-inch vinyl records in the middle of the twentieth century, to the
use of computers by today’s discographers. Though he focuses much of his attention on comprehensive
discographies, he also examines the development of a variety of related listings, such as buyer’s guides and
library catalogs, and he closes with a look toward discography’s future. From the little black book to the full-
featured online database, More Important Than the Music offers a history not just of jazz discography but of
the profoundly human desire to preserve history itself.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Winship:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz
Discography.

Jonathan Solis:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for people. The book More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz
Discography seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication More Important Than the Music: A History of
Jazz Discography is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book
More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography. You never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Noel Klein:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific More Important Than the Music: A
History of Jazz Discography can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book
you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have More
Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography.

Philip Newman:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography was filled
about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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