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Why are chimp babies skinny, while human babies are so fat they float? As humans developed greater
intelligence--and increased cranial capacity--how did babies and mothers adapt to increased fetal brain size?
And how did humans develop our unique intelligence. Elaine Morgan, an internationally bestselling science
writer known for her iconoclastic take on evolutionary theory, addresses these questions and more in The
Descent of the Child, an intriguing and controversial look at human evolution from the point of view of
infant development.
Beginning with the assertion that much of our thinking about human evolution exercises an unconscious
bias--that we envision an archetypal human being as an adult--Morgan sets out to explain why human infants
evolved in the way they did. We are often told how, in the course of a million years, adults acquired
increased dexterity, adaptability, intelligence, and powers of communication. We are seldom reminded that
over the same period infants became more helpless, more vulnerable, and more inert. Morgan focuses on the
relationship between these two facts as she develops a stunning theory of the origins of human intelligence
she argues that our capacity for intelligence is a byproduct of evolving babyhood. Uniquely among primates,
homo sapiens are born with considerable struggle, emerge wholly helpless, and continue to be dependent for
a long time afterwards--only their eyes, faces, and vocal cords work. They don't know that they're not always
going to be like that, Morgan posits, but, bent on survival, they try to manipulate their parents or other
caregivers to do things that the babies can't do for themselves. (For instance, they'll cry for food, and only
human babies continue crying after being picked up, sending a strong message not to be so remiss next time.)
These early struggles, according to Morgan, provide our formative intellectual activity. It is in infancy that
we really learn to think and to question.
In her much debated earlier works, Morgan has championed the controversial Aquatic Ape Theory of human
evolution against the widely accepted Savannah Theory. The Descent of the Child takes her further into the
fray with a provocative new argument adding new evidence to support AAT even as she explores such
urgent topics as conception and infertility, the maturation of the fetus, child rearing and parental roles,
overpopulation, and a woman's place in society. This fascinating book should be read by parents (both new
and soon to be) as well as anyone interested in child development or human evolution.
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From reader reviews:

James Vera:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Descent of the Child: Human Evolution From a New Perspective.
Try to make the book The Descent of the Child: Human Evolution From a New Perspective as your pal. It
means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Dominic Maddock:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Descent of the Child:
Human Evolution From a New Perspective. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Tom Harris:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book The Descent of the Child: Human Evolution From a New
Perspective seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Descent of the Child: Human
Evolution From a New Perspective is not only giving you much more new information but also being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book The Descent of the Child: Human Evolution From a New Perspective.
You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Gigi Brown:

The reserve with title The Descent of the Child: Human Evolution From a New Perspective contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.
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