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American cinema has long been fascinated by jazz and jazz musicians. Yet most jazz films aren't really about
jazz. Rather, as Krin Gabbard shows, they create images of racial and sexual identity, many of which have
become inseparable from popular notions of the music itself. In Jammin' at the Margins, Gabbard scrutinizes
these films, exploring the fundamental obsessions that American culture has brought to jazz in the cinema.

Gabbard's close look at jazz film biographies, from The Jazz Singer to Bird, reveals Hollywood's reluctance
to acknowledge black subjectivity. Black and even white jazz artists have become vehicles for familiar
Hollywood conceptions of race, gender, and sexuality. Even Scorsese's New York, New York and Spike Lee's
Mo' Better Blues have failed to disentangle themselves from entrenched stereotypes and conventions.

Gabbard also examines Hollywood's confrontation with jazz as an elite art form, and the role of the jazz
trumpet as a crucial signifier of masculinity. Finally, he considers the acting careers of Louis Armstrong, Nat
King Cole, and Hoagy Carmichael; Duke Ellington's extraordinary work in films from 1929 until the late
1960s; and the forgotten career of Kay Kyser, star of nine Hollywood films and leader of a popular swing
band.

This insightful look at the marriage of jazz and film is a major contribution to film, jazz, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Grogan:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Jammin' at the Margins:
Jazz and the American Cinema is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Betty Casas:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here
is look different you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just
read you can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Jammin' at the Margins: Jazz and the
American Cinema it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book provides high quality.

Hilda Dumas:

The book untitled Jammin' at the Margins: Jazz and the American Cinema contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement
all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author.
The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
study.

Erin Cummins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Jammin' at the Margins: Jazz and the
American Cinema.
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