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This book explores the driving forces behind the current government-sponsored resurrection of phonics, and
the arguments used to justify it. It examines the roles played by three key actors--corporate America,
politicians, and state-supported reading researchers--in the formulation of what Strauss terms the neophonics
political program. Essential for researchers, students, and teachers of literacy and reading, and for anyone
seeking to understand what is happening in U.S. public schools today, The Linguistics, Neurology, and
Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out:
*analyzes the political nature of the alleged literacy crisis in the United States, through an investigation of
the political and corporate motives behind the renewed focus on phonics, and media complicity in promoting
the neophonics political program as the solution to the so-called crisis;
*examines the scientific claims of neophonics, including methodology, linguistics, and neuroscience, and
exposes the flaws in its reasoning and the weakness of its arguments;
*addresses the scientific, empirical investigation of letter-sound relationships in English (of phonics itself),
and demonstrates the complexity of the system and its associated benefits and limitations in the theory and
practice of reading;
*proposes actions to help make a return to politically undistorted science and to democratic classrooms a
reality; and
*introduces, in a postscript, a formal analysis of the letter-sound system, using empirically based rules to
convert one finite set of elements, the alphabet, into another, the phonemes of the spoken language.

Offering up-to-date information and an original critique, this book makes two important contributions. One
is the policy analysis linking government agencies, policymakers, and corporate interests. The second is the
neurological and linguistic treatment of why traditional phonics programs are not the solution and why the
rhetoric developed to support their resurgence is so far off the mark.
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From reader reviews:

June Edwards:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics:
Silent "E" Speaks Out. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important any book The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Mary Russell:

This The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot
of information you will get. This particular The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E"
Speaks Out without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out can
bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent
"E" Speaks Out having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Tammy Pursell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics
of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Cheryl Saldana:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Linguistics,



Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's notice.
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