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A new account of Herman Melville and the writing of Moby-Dick, written by a Pulitzer  Prize finalist in
Biography and based on fresh archival research, which reveals that the anarchic spirit animating Melville’s
canonical work was inspired by his great love affair with a shockingly unconventional married woman.

Herman Melville’s epic novel, Moby-Dick, was a spectacular failure when it was published in 1851,
effectively ending its author’s rise to literary fame. Because he was neglected by academics for so long, and
because he made little effort to preserve his legacy, we know very little about Melville, and even less about
what he called his “wicked book.” Scholars still puzzle over what drove Melville to invent Captain Ahab's
mad pursuit of the great white whale.

In Melville in Love Pulitzer Prize-finalist Michael Shelden sheds light on this literary mystery to tell a story
of Melville’s passionate, obsessive, and clandestine affair with a married woman named Sarah Morewood,
whose libertine impulses encouraged and sustained Melville’s own. In his research, Shelden discovered
unexplored documents suggesting that, in their shared resistance to the “iron rule” of social conformity,
Sarah and Melville had forged an illicit and enduring romantic and intellectual bond. Emboldened by the
thrill of courting Sarah in secret, the pleasure of falling in love, and the excitement of spending time with
literary luminaries—like Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes and Nathaniel Hawthorne—Melville found the courage
to take the leap from light works of adventure to the hugely brilliant, utterly subversive Moby-Dick.

Filled with the rich detail and immense drama of Melville’s secret life, Melville in Love tells the gripping
story of how one of our greatest novelists found his muse.
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From reader reviews:

Geneva Richardson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of
many ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Melville in Love: The Secret Life of Herman Melville and the Muse of Moby-
Dick, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a reserve.

Robert Leggett:

The e-book with title Melville in Love: The Secret Life of Herman Melville and the Muse of Moby-Dick
contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Douglas Moskowitz:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely Melville in Love: The Secret Life of Herman Melville and the Muse of Moby-
Dick.

William Johnson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Melville in Love: The
Secret Life of Herman Melville and the Muse of Moby-Dick which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.
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