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Broadway, the main street that runs through Robert Pinsky’s home town of Long Branch, New Jersey, was
once like thousands of other main streets in small towns across the country. But for Pinsky, one of America’s
most admired poets and its former Poet Laureate, this Broadway is the point of departure for a lively journey
through the small towns of the American imagination. Thousands of Broadways explores the dreams and
nightmares of such small towns—their welcoming yet suffocating, warm yet prejudicial character during
their heyday, from the early nineteenth century through World War II.

The citizens of quintessential small towns know one another extensively and even intimately, but fail to
recognize the geniuses and criminal minds in their midst. Bringing the works of such figures as Mark Twain,
William Faulkner, Alfred Hitchcock, Thornton Wilder, Willa Cather, and Preston Sturges to bear on this
paradox, as well as reflections on his own time growing up in a small town, Pinsky explores how such
imperfect knowledge shields communities from the anonymity and alienation of modern life. Along the way,
he also considers how small towns can be small minded—in some cases viciously judgmental and
oppressively provincial. Ultimately, Pinsky examines the uneasy regard that creative talents like him often
have toward the small towns that either nurtured or thwarted their artistic impulses.

Of living in a small town, Sherwood Anderson once wrote that "the sensation is one never to be forgotten.
On all sides are ghosts, not of the dead, but of living people." Passionate, lyrical, and intensely moving,
Thousands of Broadways is a rich exploration of this crucial theme in American literature by one of its most
distinguished figures.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Mabry:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Thousands of Broadways: Dreams and Nightmares of the American Small
Town (The Rice University Campbell Lectures).

Paula Shepard:

The particular book Thousands of Broadways: Dreams and Nightmares of the American Small Town (The
Rice University Campbell Lectures) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Thousands of Broadways: Dreams and Nightmares of the American Small
Town (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Mark Johnson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Thousands of Broadways: Dreams and Nightmares of
the American Small Town (The Rice University Campbell Lectures), you can enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Laurence Terry:

The book untitled Thousands of Broadways: Dreams and Nightmares of the American Small Town (The
Rice University Campbell Lectures) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new
time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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