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In this first Rex Graves short story, the resourceful Scottish barrister is called to London at the behest of a
prominent cabinet minister to solve his daughter’s hit-and-run murder. Her ambitious partner in the haute
couture firm, her playboy fiancé, jealous socialite sister, even the enigmatic chauffeur…each and every one
of the beautiful victim’s entourage must be probed and vetted to discover the blood-chilling truth.
Novelette (10,000 words, British spelling). AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK UNDER "PRELUDE TO
MURDER" TITLE.
By #1 Kindle bestselling author of "Christmas Is Murder," published by Midnight Ink.

Reviews for CHRISTMAS IS MURDER:

**STARRED** Review from Booklist: "The first installment in this new mystery series is a winner... At
times, it seems we are playing Clue or perhaps enjoying a contemporary retelling of a classic Agatha Christie
tale (And Then There Were None, or At Bertram’s Hotel) with a charming new sleuth. A must for cozy
fans."
—Booklist (American Library Association)

"C.S. Challinor's CHRISTMAS IS MURDER dishes up an English manor house mystery with the traditional
elements: a murder, a small contingent of suspects thrown together, and an engaging and witty sleuth...
Challinor will keep most readers guessing as she cleverly spreads suspicion and clues that point in one
direction, then another.”
—Alfred Hitchcock Mystery Magazine

"Shades of Agatha Christie. A disparate group of guests snowed in at an English hotel await Christmas and
death. Rex Graves, QC,...uses his prosecutorial expertise to work his way through method and motive until
he announces the murderer in a denouement in the classic style. Challinor's debut is a pleasant modern
knockoff of Christie."
—Kirkus Reviews

"It's a charming novel, especially since the violence occurs offstage. CHRISTMAS IS MURDER is full of
people with interesting characters and clues... Ms. Challinor was educated in Scotland and England, which
explains how she writes so convincingly of both her setting and her characters."
—Florida Weekly

"CHRISTMAS IS MURDER has all the elements traditional English cozy fans have come to love. The plot
is tight, suspects limited and an investigation uses Rex’s wit rather than a lot of outside sources. The setting
is lovely and the characters entertaining without being so overdrawn as to appear as caricatures. A great start
to a new series that is sure to become a modern favorite traditional English cozy series."
—The Mystery Reader **** (4-Star review = Recommended)

"CHRISTMAS IS MURDER is the first book in a new series featuring Rex Graves as barrister and sleuth.
The book is an enjoyable and quick read. The setting is great, a Victorian hotel in England in modern times,



the characters are interesting and the mystery is engaging. I couldn’t figure out who the murderer was—any
of the guests could have done it! This is not a very 'Christmasy' book. It could be read just about any time of
the year. I look forward to more books in this series."
—The Friendly Book Nook

"Agatha Christie fans, here you go! You have been waiting for a mystery writer that can hold the torch, well
we found her: C.S. Challinor. CHRISTMAS IS MURDER is her first book in the Rex Graves series, and we
didn't solve the mystery! In fact, we were not even close. She told such a wonderful story that we were lost
in her world for a while!"
—Suspense Magazine

"CHRISTMAS IS MURDER is an engaging whodunit populated with an interesting and imaginative mix of
characters and a very appealing and charming sleuth in Rex Graves. The story effortlessly combines
elements of a classic country house mystery with an Agatha Christie-style denouement to great effect. With
some of the guests concealing secret objectives for being present, this quick-reading mystery will keep
readers guessing until the end."
—Mysterious Reviews
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Miller:

The book SAY MURDER WITH FLOWERS: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great
thing like a book SAY MURDER WITH FLOWERS: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery: A Rex Graves Mini-
Mystery? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take
for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book SAY MURDER WITH FLOWERS: A
Rex Graves Mini-Mystery: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Muriel Carpenter:

This SAY MURDER WITH FLOWERS: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading
this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This SAY MURDER WITH FLOWERS: A Rex Graves
Mini-Mystery: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery without we understand teach the one who examining it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry SAY MURDER WITH FLOWERS: A Rex
Graves Mini-Mystery: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This SAY
MURDER WITH FLOWERS: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Sandra McLean:

This SAY MURDER WITH FLOWERS: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery is great
publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately
using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having SAY MURDER WITH
FLOWERS: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery in your hand like keeping the world
in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?



Kim Phillips:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
SAY MURDER WITH FLOWERS: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery: A Rex Graves Mini-Mystery offer you a
new experience in examining a book.
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